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was true. Mr. Hoey was sent out to make the enquiry. He
found that the branch from which the corpse had been
found hanging was from 17 to 18 feet from the ground,
and was the lowest branch of the tree. The trunk was
about 2 J feet in diameter and could not have been climbed
without the help of a ladder. There was only some 9 inches
of cord between the neck of the corpse and the branch.
No ladder had been found near the tree and no support
on which Bundela could have stood in order to hang her-
self. It is clear, therefore, that the case could not have been
one of suicide and the report and the punchayetnama first
sent in were false. The first Inspector was either a fool or
a knave. The murderer escaped,, but tne witnesses, who
were all Mahabir's relatives or dependents, were convicted
of perjury for having given two contradictory statements
on oath, the one before the Committing Magistrate and the
other before the Judge.

This case is a very good illustration of the absolute
necessity of noticing all details however trifling. In all
cases of alleged suicide the height from the ground; the
length of rope; the way it was fastened, and the distance
of the body from the nearest support, are of the most vital
importance,

It is by no means uncommon, that at the time of death, Emission of
by hanging or strangulation, there is an emission of semen scmenand 80ces<
and fasces, and to this may be attributed the seminal
stains in the above case. Many medical jurisprudents say
that an erection of the penis usually takes place; but it is
proved that this is by no means so frequent as to justify the
laying down of any rule. It has been noticed, that there is
frequently a discharge of saliva at the time of death, and
this might furnish a very important piece of evidence. If
the saliva has trickled clown in front of the body and the
clothes, it would seem most probable that, at the time of the
discharge, and therefore of the death, the body was hanging.
If, on the other hand, the saliva is found to have trickled
out from the corners of the mouth, the body was probably